Drivers of reptile and amphibian assemblages outside the protected areas of Western

Introduction
(15m x 150m) were not recorded, as perfect detection is a central assumption of this method.
101
To control for the time chosen for sampling, only diurnal and crepuscular species were 102 included in the analysis, strictly nocturnal species were removed from the data prior analysis.
103
Two, closely-resembling, fast-moving, leaf-litter skinks Eutropis macularia and Eutropis 104 allapallensis were grouped together due to difficulties in identifying them by sight and 105 further taxonomic ambiguities (Mirza et al., 2010) . This is also justifiable owing to their 106 similar ecological niche and microhabitat use in the study site (RS, pers. observ.). Most
107
Fejervarya species were only identified to genus level and given morphospecies identity (e.g.
108
sp1, sp2) due to the existence of several cryptic species in this genus (Kuramoto et al., 2007) .
109
To characterise each transect we measured the following habitat characteristics in five 110 randomly selected points and used the mean of each parameter: 1) basal area of trees (tree 111 defined as an individual with diameter at breast height greater than10cm) using point centred 112 quarter method, 2) canopy cover using a spherical densitometer (Forestry suppliers, Jackson, into the use of unprotected forests by reptiles and amphibians, we highlight the need of 241 additional studies using multiple sampling techniques (e.g. pitfall traps; Sung et al., 2011).
242
We recommend investigating a wider range of organisms at different study sites to 243 understand how to effectively manage and conserve biodiversity outside protected areas. 
